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The report shows that our Nation’s schools
are increasingly rundown, overcrowded, and
technologically ill-equipped. Too many school
buildings and classrooms are literally a shambles.
According to the report, one-third of our schools
need major repair or outright replacement; 60
percent need work on major building features—
a sagging roof, a cracked foundation; 46 percent
lack even the basic electrical wiring to support
computers, modems, and modern communica-
tions technology. These problems are found all
across America, in cities and suburbs and one-
stoplight towns.

This is a matter of real urgency. In just 2
months our schools will open their doors to the
largest number of students in the history of our
Republic, 51.7 million. And enrollment is ex-
pected to continue to rise over the next few
years.

We have to rebuild these schools for another
reason as well. Increasingly our schools are crit-
ical to bringing our communities together. We
want them to serve the public not just during
the school hours but after hours, to function
as vital community centers, places for recreation
and learning, positive places where children can
be when they can’t be at home and school is
no longer going on, gathering places for young
people and adults alike. Bringing our schools
into the 21st century is a national challenge that
demands a national commitment.

Today I am proposing that the Federal Gov-
ernment for the first time join with States and
communities to modernize and renovate our
public schools. We will provide $5 billion over
the next 4 years for school construction and
renovation. Together with investments by States
and localities, this would result in $20 billion
in new resources for school modernization.

That’s a 25 percent increase over the next 4
years.

Our school construction initiative would be
flexible. It would give communities and States
the power to decide how to use the new re-
sources. It would help those who help them-
selves, requiring local communities to take re-
sponsibility for this effort. And it would focus
on sparking new projects, not merely subsidizing
existing ones.

The schools of the future should be safe and
spacious, good places to learn. The schools of
the future should be equipped with computers,
new media, and state-of-the-art science labs.
And the schools of the future should not only
teach our children during the day but bring
together families and neighbors in the evening
as community schools. Our initiative can help
to make these goals a reality.

You know, we expect an awful lot of our
schools. We expect a lot of our students in this
age of possibility. And all Americans have a lot
riding on their living up to these expectations.
But we cannot expect our children and our
teachers to build strong lives on a crumbling
foundation.

This generation has a duty to give the next
generation a future of genuine opportunity. Our
children deserve the best. I am determined that
they will get it. And this proposal will go a
long way toward helping those folks who are
out there on the frontlines of education to suc-
ceed and to build the brightest, the best pre-
pared, the most secure, and the most successful
generation of young people in the history of
our Nation.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Letter to the Women of Srebrenica, Bosnia, on the Anniversary of the Fall
of Srebrenica
July 11, 1996

To the Women of Srebrenica:
Today you have come together because of

a horrible, tragic event that changed your lives
forever. There can be no justification for the

barbaric terror you and your loved ones en-
dured, or for the losses you continue to suffer.

Over these past four long years, the United
States has joined the international community
sending humanitarian aid and later 20,000
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peacekeepers. We have rebuilt roads and
bridges. Now we are creating a commission to
help you find your missing boys and men. And
we are sending $5,000,000 to help you start
businesses and get back on your feet economi-
cally.

These things we can do. But we know that
it will take you, from the inside, to repair the
fabric of life that has been ripped into shreds
by aggression and hate.

And so the thoughts of our nation are with
you as you gather in Tuzla not only to remem-

ber the past, but to shape your new future.
The world is watching with deep admiration as
you have invited women across Bosnia-
Herzegovina to join you, reaching out across
the lines drawn by war, to create a future of
compassion and hope.

Hillary and I believe strongly in your mission
to reunite your country. We applaud your cour-
age, your strength, and your wisdom. We stand
with you today in spirit, to say, ‘‘You are not
alone.’’

BILL CLINTON

The President’s Radio Address
July 13, 1996

Good morning. As we prepare to meet the
demands of the 21st century, I believe our goal
must be to offer opportunity to all Americans,
to demand responsibility from all Americans,
and to come together as a community to
strengthen our shared values and to build a bet-
ter future together. That is how we will meet
our challenges.

This past week, those values were at work
on Capitol Hill. Democrats and Republicans
produced a bipartisan breakthrough for those
Americans working hard to make the most of
their own lives. On Tuesday, the Senate voted
to pass a 90-cent increase in the minimum wage.

It’s about time. You can’t raise a family on
$4.25 an hour, and if we don’t raise it, the
minimum wage will fall to a 40-year low this
year in terms of what it will buy. So I congratu-
late the Republican Members of Congress who
joined with the Democrats to honor work and
family, opportunity and responsibility, by voting
to give minimum wage workers a raise. They
should send me the final legislation quickly,
without delay. That will be a victory for both
parties and, more important, for all working
Americans.

The passage of the minimum wage shows
what can happen when we’re united, when we
reach across party lines, when we work together.
This can signify a new spirit of cooperation com-
ing from Capitol Hill. If we continue this spirit,
we can meet our other challenges as well.

No challenge is more important than replac-
ing our broken welfare system. Throughout my

Presidency I’ve been determined to enact re-
form that requires welfare recipients to work,
provides child care, imposes time limits,
strengthens child support enforcement by crack-
ing down on deadbeat parents, requires teen
mothers to stay in school as a condition of wel-
fare. When necessary, I’ve acted without Con-
gress. Our administration has approved 67 sepa-
rate welfare reform experiments in 40 States
to move people from welfare to work. Fully
three-quarters of all welfare recipients are living
under new rules right now. The New York
Times has called it a quiet revolution in welfare.
Today, 1.3 million fewer people are on welfare
than the day I took office, and child support
collections are up 40 percent.

For 31⁄2 years I’ve worked with Congress to
craft legislation that replaces welfare with work.
For months, the Republicans insisted that wel-
fare reform be attached to a plan I strongly
feel is misguided, to repeal Medicaid’s guarantee
of quality health care for elderly Americans,
poor children, pregnant women, and people with
disabilities. I’m determined to make welfare re-
form the law of the land, but I’ve also made
it clear that I will not allow Medicaid to be
destroyed, and I don’t care what bill it’s attached
to.

This week the Republican leaders in Congress
announced that they are ready to work with
me to pass a straightforward welfare reform bill
that I can sign into law, instead of sending me
legislation they know I’ll veto. This can be a
real breakthrough, a genuine turning point. We
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